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“Knowing yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.”  - Aristotle
A few years ago, as a freshman at another high school, I attended a summer
journalism program at Columbia University. As part of the course
requirements, each student was required to submit a recent issue of his or
her high school newspaper for critiquing by the instructor. I received
valuable advice about what types of articles should be included in a student
newspaper, and how to write different types of articles including news
stories, feature pieces and op-ed columns.
With this experience in mind, I recently interviewed Millennium English
teacher Maria Stasavage, asking for her assessment of The Phoenix. Among
other English classes, Ms. Stasavage teaches A.P. English Language and
Composition, where students discuss and analyze a wide range of writing
forms, including speeches, letters, essays, news articles, op-ed pieces and
novels. Ms. Stasavage emphasizes the significance of the rhetorical devices
that authors and journalists commonly use to enhance the quality of their
writing and make their message clear to readers. As the following interview
shows, she gave thoughtful and detailed responses, which should prove
useful to our reporters and editorial staff going forward.
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MILLENNIUM NEWS
English Teacher Gives Feedback on The Phoenix Con’t

The Phoenix : What is your honest
opinion of our school newspaper, the
Millennium Phoenix?
Ms. Stasavage: I am very glad that we
have the newspaper! I like the fact that
students are being encouraged to
research and write about issues that
affect their community. I also like that,
from what I hear, the newspaper club is
largely student run, because this helps
students learn responsibility and skills
beyond the classroom.
The Phoenix: What do you like about
the Phoenix, and what do you think
could be improved?

Ms. Stasavage: As I said, I like a lot of what I said above. I will admit that I haven't read as many of the newspaper's issues
lately. (I used to read them more thoroughly when we had reading time in Advisory, many years ago.) There also seem to be
fewer copies of the newspaper circulating than in the past. I suspect this is likely due to printing affordability issues. I think
it would be a nice idea to distribute the newspaper at the beginning of Wednesday Advisory periods, and to give advisories
several copies, so that students could read the newspaper on academic support days. Maybe 3-4 / advisory? On another
minor note, I think the layout of the newspaper could be somewhat improved.
The Phoenix: Do you feel the Phoenix should cover national and world news, or focus mostly on Millennium High School
news and issues affecting our students and high school students in general?
Ms. Stasavage: I've been puzzled as to why the newspaper made the shift in recent years to covering topics that may be of
national and global importance, but don't immediately impact the Millennium High School community (e.g. students,
teachers, staff, administration). My concern here is that not all students working on the newspaper are learning the skills of
how to become reporters and practicing the techniques of journalists – brainstorming topics of local import, conducting local
research, practicing interviewing skills, etc. I also fear that students are mainly regurgitating/paraphrasing other articles they
find online. I'm glad students are interested in and informed about the topics of the nation and the world, but I'd rather if, for
a school newspaper, students become more invested in researching their local community – whether it's the school, the
neighborhood, high school students (locally or more generally), and issues that affect one of these.
The Phoenix: Are there any topics that you would like to see more coverage of in the Phoenix, such as Millennium’s sports
teams, after school clubs, curriculum, faculty, study abroad programs, etc.?
Ms. Stasavage: All of these sound good! I wonder if there could also be a regular report from SLT? SGE? A senior corner?
I'm willing to bet that if newspaper members brainstormed a list they could come up with a really good list of ideas for more
local topics.
The Phoenix: How accessible is the Phoenix for you to read? Are you usually able to find it easily?
Ms. Stasavage: I usually find that a copy or two comes to me through Advisory, but I give students priority to read it.
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English Teacher Gives Feedback on The Phoenix Con’t

The Phoenix: Would you be more likely to read the Phoenix if, in addition to a PDF file every month or two, there were
also a digital edition that could be regularly viewed or updated online, like many high schools now have?
Ms. Stasavage: I believe we do have PDFs of the newspaper currently on the MHS website, no? I rarely go to the website,
however I might be inclined to read the newspaper if a PDF was mailed out to staff. (Perhaps students would read a PDF if
it was mailed out to them too?)
Although The Phoenix is an excellent platform for students to hone their journalism skills, Ms. Stasavage’s responses
highlight some areas that need improvement. For example, Ms. Stasavage expressed a concern that there seems to be a few
copies of the Phoenix circulating 6 around the school, and it is becoming less and accessible than it once was. She
mentioned that nowadays, her advisory only receives one or two copies.
As Ms. Stasavage suggested, there does seem to be a major distribution issue with the newspaper. The PDF files that she
referred to are tucked away on a drop down screen on the Millennium website, which most students do not visit very often.
Moreover, many students are unable to find actual printed copies at school. For example, junior Andrew Hui states, “I
cannot find The Phoenix; I have never read [it], so I don’t think it’s as accessible as it should be.” Another junior, Alnaw
Elnaw, adds “It’s very rare I come across the newspaper. I haven’t seen it around since I was in tenth grade. If we had an
online version, I would probably read it a lot [more].”
Ms. Stasavage also emphasized that The Phoenix seems to be covering more issues of national and global importance, rather
than issues that directly affect the students at Millennium. Instead of articles relating to Millennium High School itself, such
as the school’s curriculum, sports teams, clubs, activities, foreign exchange program, etc., recent editions of The Phoenix
contain mostly articles discussing national and foreign affairs. While articles relating to politics and world affairs are
interesting, they are not connected to the school in any way. As I learned both from my Columbia University summer
journalism program, and from Ms. Stasavage’s remarks, a student newspaper should mostly cover issues relating to our high
school community and high school students in general. After all, there is so much going on at Millennium, and so many
issues of importance to our students, that it should not be too difficult to make Millennium the primary focus of The
Millennium Phoenix.

Baruch College Now Program Review
Russell Stern

While it is still technically winter -- we just had our first snow day of the
year last week -- spring is rapidly approaching, which means it is almost
time for Millennium students to apply to various summer programs. Gone
are the days when teenagers can simply rest, relax and have fun over the
summer. Today’s high school students are expected to spend their vacations
in a much more serious and focused way, by doing things like working
summer jobs, participating in internships and enrolling in classes. One
opportunity for summer course work is the Baruch College Now Summer
Program.
College Now programs are beneficial to high school students because they
are taught at the college level, and are a way of enhancing students’ college
applications. The Baruch College Now Summer Program is a great example. Because Millennium High School has a
partnership with Baruch, priority is given to Millennium students who apply. Additionally, rising juniors and seniors who
enroll in the program earn tuition-free college credits and are given a student Metrocard and free lunch voucher for each day
of class. The courses offered at the Baruch College Now Summer Program include Cultural Anthropology, Journalism,
Finance, Psychology, and Business Management, appealing to a wide range of students with different interests.
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MILLENNIUM NEWS
Baruch College Now Program Review Con’t
In the summer of 2018, I enrolled in the Baruch College Now Summer
Journalism Program. Although the intensive, six-week course was
rigorous, it was a great opportunity for me to improve my writing ability,
as well as meet other students who shared my interests. The course
covered the basics of journalistic writing, such as the process of
researching and writing news and feature stories, and conducting
interviews of people to use as sources; it also explored some of the more
complex aspects, such as press conference reporting and investigative
research. Although I already had some journalism training and
experience before taking the Baruch summer course, I emerged from the
program with newfound knowledge and writing skills.

The class was taught by Gail Robinson, an adjunct professor who writes
articles primarily about education and other public policy issues. For
more than 10 years, Robinson was editor-in-chief of Gotham Gazette, an
award-winning publication focusing on New York City politics and
policy. Ms. Robinson was an effective editor, who taught us how to
write stories with good “ledes” and “nut graphs,” and how to eliminate
unnecessary verbiage. She was an excellent professor who made the
subject of journalism interesting and fun.
For the first week of the program, each student was assigned to write a profile based on unique information about another
student in the class; this was meant to introduce us to a different style of writing, as well as help us get to know each other.
The purpose of the assignment was to learn how to write about interesting aspects of someone’s life, such as their
background and notable accomplishments, skills and hobbies. I ended up learning a lot about another student, who I quickly
became close friends with, but I also learned how to apply profile-writing techniques to important people in the news.
For the second week of the program, we were assigned to write a news story about a current topic or event of interest to
New Yorkers. For this assignment I covered a Yankees-Mets game, writing about the outcome of the game and how the
return of two injured sluggers, Gary Sanchez and Yoenis Cespedes, as well as the pitching performances of the two starting
pitchers, affected the result, a 7-5 Met win.
During the third week of the class, we were required to write an Opinion-Editorial (Op-Ed piece); each student had to
present their opinion on a certain topic of local, national or global importance. This assignment was meant to teach students
how to effectively voice their views on an important or controversial issue, instead of just reporting the news. For this
assignment, I wrote a piece about the recent Nation State Law passed by the Israeli legislature, reaffirming that Israel was
created as the nation-state of the Jewish people.
As the fourth week rolled around, each student was required to write a short feature piece. We learned that feature pieces are
different from news stories, because whereas news stories usually present “breaking” information, or newly received
information about an event, feature pieces are more in depth and creative articles focused not only on content, but also on
form. Although this assignment proved to be more difficult than the others because we had to write in a style that we were
unfamiliar with, it was nonetheless a beneficial experience. For my short feature story, I wrote an article about the history
of a community garden on my block, as well as the various programs and events that are held in the garden each summer. I
obtained the information for my feature by interviewing the former president and current legal counsel to the West Side
Community Garden, who met me in the garden, on a rainy day, for the interview!
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Our last assignment was to write another feature piece, this time longer and more detailed and descriptive. For my long
feature, I wrote a piece about a controversial plan to build a 20 story nursing home on West 97th Street, right next to an
elementary school. The plan was challenged by local community groups who argued that the proposal would endanger the
health and safety of the elementary school children. To write my article, I conducted research on the history of the legal
challenges to the project, which was delayed for years due to court battles.
At the conclusion of the course, all student articles were published in Baruch College Now high school Journalism class
online newspaper, the PawPrint. The articles remain accessible in a permanent archive on the website, that we can use as
writing samples in applying to college journalism programs in the future..
Anyone interested in taking a College Now class at Baruch this summer should check the Millennium website to see when
applications become available later this month. To learn more about the Baruch College Now Summer Journalism program,
you can also view issues of the PawPrint at https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/pawprint/.

More Than Just A Meal
Yan Ye & Jia Yee Ong

Every year, foreign language students get
a chance to go on a trips to immerse
themselves in an environment where the
language they have studied can be applied
to the real world. Last year, Spanish II
students took a trip to La Castile
Restaurant, where they were required to
order their own food in Spanish and write
a review of the restaurant afterwards. This
experience not only allowed students to
enrich their vocabularies, but it was also a
fun way for them to try delicacies special
to Spanish culture. While some may not
have liked the food, many have described
what a great time they had trying
something new from the Spanish culture.
As current 11th graders reminisce on their experience last year, they describe how much they would love to go back to the
restaurant again!
As for Mandarin II students, they got a chance to visit Chinatown, where they were allowed to visit any stores within the
distance of 5 blocks from their meeting area. The goal of this trip was to utilize the Mandarin vocabulary they had learned in
class to bargain for something. Upon returning from their trip, students were required to write about their experience
including where they went, how much they spent and who they were with.
This year, Mandarin students will be taking a trip to a place they have all been looking forward to: 99 Flavors Taste. As
many of you might already know, 99 Flavors Taste is a popular hot pot and barbeque restaurant known for its free service
on someone’s birthday. Not only is the food amazing, but it is all you can eat too! For those going on the trip who have
never tried hot pot, it will be an unforgettable experience where they will not only be able to practice their vocabulary in
preparation for the LOTE exam, but most importantly, learn more about the Chinese culture. All in all, it is fair to say that
there is no better way to learn a language than to experience it firsthand!
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NATIONAL NEWS
HPV and Cervical Cancer Cure
Elaine Ng and Olga Tsigelman

Human papillomavirus is the most common sexually transmitted
infection that used to have no cure, although it sometimes would go
away on its own. There are over 100 types of HPV, including 14 that
can cause cervical cancer. According to the World Health Organization,
HPV is becoming the leading cause for death for female cancer patients
worldwide, with it being the 4th most common cancer in women,and
around 570,000 new cases per year. Some types of HPV could lead to
warts, like types 6 and 11 and some types of HPV don’t even show a
sign of infection. More than a dozen types of HPV could lead to cancer,
like types 16 and 18, which are called high-risk HPV.
Before there was a cure for HPV, people would get vaccines that would
protect them from certain strains of HPV. If they did get warts, they
could be surgically removed by doctors. HPV tests and Pap tests were
conducted to scan for cervical cancer.
Eva Ramon Gallegos is a Mexican scientist who performed 20 years of research to find a cure to eliminate human
papillomavirus and prevent the spread of cervical cancer. She worked with her research team at the National School of
Biological Sciences of the National Polytechnic Institute to discover what removes HPV.
Photodynamic therapy is a treatment that uses photosensitizer or photosensitizing agent, which is a drug with a form of
light. These photosensitizers are opened to the wavelength of light, producing oxygen that kills damaged cell nearby. The
wavelength establishes how far the light can travel in the body. Specializing in this therapy allowed Dr. Gallegos to be able
to remove the virus in 29 patients that had HPV using the non-invasive photodynamic therapy.
This therapy was found to not have side effects on the body, and the cost was much lower than other treatments. This new
information is very promising in the effort to cure cancer, one of the leading causes of death in America.
Sources:
https://www.indiatimes.com/technology/news/mexican-scientist-develops-100-cure-against-hpv-which-leads-to-cervical-can
cer-361867.html
https://www.timesnownews.com/health/article/mexican-scientist-finds-100-per-cent-cure-for-human-papillomavirus-hpv-inf
ection-cervical-cancer/363876
https://www.gaia.com/article/a-mexican-scientist-has-cured-hpv-with-oxygen-and-light-frequency
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/stds-hiv-safer-sex/hpv
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/treatment/types/surgery/photodynamic-fact-sheet
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WORLD NEWS
Overstaying a Temporary Visa: 21 Savage
Greg Henrici
Just under two months after rapper 21 Savage’s album, I
Am > I Was, was released on December 21st of 2018,
the celebrity and two-time Grammy nominee was
apprehended by ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement) on February 3rd. ICE’s reasoning for the
arrest was that the rapper, whose legal name is She'yaa
Bin Abraham-Joseph, had overstayed his visa, and
therefore was living in the U.S. illegally. The release of
this news created waves of shock all over the country.

According to a statement made by one of Savage’s
attorneys, Charles Kuck, and validated by ICE, 21
Savage came to the U.S. as a 7 year old child with his
parents in 2005. He then left for a month, but returned
to the U.S. In 2006, Abraham-Joseph's parents did not
renew his visa, and he has been here in the U.S. illegally ever since. The rapper is now 26, grew up and spent the majority of
his life in Decatur, Georgia, northeast of Atlanta. This further explains why the news came as such a shock to everyone, as
his music, as well as his entire persona and disposition, screams “Atlanta”.
21 Savage spent over a week in ICE detention before he was released on bond on February 13th. It is unclear what will
happen to 21 Savage, as he did apply for a U-visa in 2017, a special type of visa for nonimmigrants who have suffered as as
victim of a crime in the U.S. In 21 Savage’s case, he was shot four times in 2013 during an attempted robbery. The current
presidential administration has changed immigration policy, so that illegal “aliens” are to be deported regardless of whether
or not they have a pending visa application. If the application goes through, the individual may return to the country legally.
However, this change should not have an effect on 21 Savage’s situation, as both the crime he was a victim of and his
application for a U-visa came after him becoming illegal in 2006, making his application invalidated.
21 Savage has lived in the U.S. illegally for nearly twenty years. Unfortunately for 21 Savage, he was convicted on felony
drug charges in 2014, and even though those charges were expunged, ICE uses it as extra incentive to make a strong case for
deporting him.
In 2017, DHS (The Department of Homeland Security) released an estimate that said only 1.15% of those with temporary
visas overstayed them, so 21 Savage’s violation falls into a very small section of illegal people in the U.S. At this point in
time, we cannot predict what will be the outcome of this situation, but we are aware of the fact that Savage and his legal
team will do everything they can to keep him in the U.S. even if it comes to no avail.
Sources:
https://www-m.cnn.com/2019/02/12/us/21-savage-rapper-release-ice/index.html?r=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2
F,
https://www.alllaw.com/articles/nolo/us-immigration/consequences-of-overstaying-on-temporary-visa.html,
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.cnn.com/cnn/2019/02/03/us/rapper-21-savage-arrest-ice/index.html,
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2018/08/07/dhs-releases-fiscal-year-2017-entryexit-overstay-report,

WORLD NEWS
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Yellow Vest Protests in France

Sky Marsicano
On November 17, 2018, nearly 290,000 demonstrators wearing yellow
visibility vests marched across France, marking the first of many protests
there. Who are they? Why are they protesting? Most importantly, how
does this affect France?
In November 2018, French President Emmanuel Macron announced an
environmental policy in hopes of reducing France’s carbon emissions.
This policy includes a green tax on fuel, increasing its cost by 20%. French people from rural areas who frequently used
their cars were frustrated because they would not be able to pay for fuel. Protesters argued that the policy favored the rich
and elite, while ignoring the needs of the middle and low classes. The protests, which began with discontent for the fuel tax,
soon became a movement against the French President. People were upset with Macron and wanted to voice their
frustrations of slipping living standards. The Yellow Vests do not seem to have a leader, yet the movement is united by their
bitterness with their government.
Although the movement started with protests against the fuel tax, many people used it as a way to protest other issues, from
raising the minimum wage, to expressing their discontent with the President. The peaceful road blockades quickly became
violent when the movement spread. Violence began in different places around France at different times, however, the most
notable protests took place in Paris. On November 24, protesters and rioters marched on the Champs-Elysees throwing
stones at the police and setting barricades on fire, only to be met with tear gas, pepper spray, water cannons, and bulldozers
to clear the road. Many protesters tried retreating, but the police blocked their way and arrested many. On December 1,
chaos erupted in Paris as protesters looted shops, torched cars, vandalized buildings, and attacked the police. Numerous
violent protests have taken place since, only to be met with similar responses and arrests. In total, the protests have caused at
least 10 deaths and 2,000 injuries.
In response, on December 10, Macron announced a raise in minimum wage and cuts in taxes. In January 2019, President
Macron opened up a national debate, in which the French can talk to mayors about their grievances. Macron hopes to unite
France, while quelling the protests against him. However, despite Macron’s efforts to fix France, the destruction caused by
the protesters has caused the economy to fall. The blockades and the destruction of buildings and property has resulted in
the inability for people to do their jobs. Additionally, the French government has spent $43 million on aid for people who
have been forced to work less due to the protests. Demonstrations have taken place every Saturday in cities, and has caused
business revenue to fall 20-40%. In addition, insurance companies have spent $100 million to cover the stolen and damaged
property.
As the violent protests continue into the sixteenth week, protesters continue to damage France’s economy. Both President
Macron and the Yellow Vests do not want to back down and surrender. In the coming weeks and possibly months, there will
continue to be commentary on the inequality in France and in the rest of the world. More people will become aware of their
inequalities and become fed up. Regardless of the end result, the Yellow Vest movement will have a large impact on French
society, the economy, and politics.
Sources:
www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/12/happening-france-yellow-vest-movement-explained-181204153014250.html.
www.npr.org/2018/12/03/672862353/who-are-frances-yellow-vest-protesters-and-what-do-they-want.
www.france24.com/en/20190105-france-first-yellow-vest-protest-2019.
www.thelocal.fr/20190113/frances-yellow-vest-protests-timeline-of-unrest.
www.theguardian.com/world/2018/nov/24/french-gilets-jaunes-protests-turn-violent-on-the-streets-of-paris.
nationalpost.com/news/world/paris-provinces-brace-for-revived-yellow-vest-protests.
www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/01/macron-grand-debate-yellow-vests/580810/.
www.cnbc.com/2018/12/10/frances-macron-to-speed-up-tax-cuts-raise-wages-vows-no-u-turn.html.
abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/france-details-yellow-vest-protests-impact-economy-61043598.

OP-ED
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Anti-Vaxxers on the Rise

Alexandra Tiger, Ava Hosking, and Liana Krasnoff
In the wake of a measles outbreak in Washington, issues surrounding the
anti-vaxxer community have been suddenly brought to light. On February
25, 2019 Washington state faced 65 confirmed cases of measles in
children under the age of 10. The state of Washington has declared a state
of emergency. Despite all this, the anti-vaxxer community had grown
stronger and more resilient.
Anti vaccinators, commonly called anti-vaxxers, do not believe in giving
their children vaccinations. Many of them choose not to vaccinate due to
religious or personal beliefs based on rumors that they have heard or fear. In 1998, a physician named Andrew Wakefield
published in the Lancet a study that the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine lead to autism. The sample size was
only 12 and was an uncontrolled experiment. This report was published widely and vaccination rates decreased. However,
this study was debunked as “no causal link was established between MMR vaccine and autism as the data was insufficient.”
Wakefield’s report was retracted by the Lancet in February 2010 and deemed incorrect. Ultimately his scientific licence was
revoked. Contrary to this, many anti-vaxxers still cling to this idea.
It is easy to understand some of the logic behind these people and their choices. Many are not comfortable putting
something they don’t know much about into their child’s body. They also may be put off at the thought of disturbing a
baby’s purity. Although this is the case, the vast majority of anti vaxxers simply do not trust the scientific community,
especially in regards to the MMR/ autism link. At the end of the day, they want what is best for their children, even if their
claims may be incorrect.
Those who choose not to vaccinate are not at risk for autism, but they are at risk for overthrowing the careful balance of
herd immunity. Herd immunity refers to when the majority of people in a community are vaccinated. When most people are
vaccinated, it is less likely that infectious diseases (that are preventable with a vaccine) will spread. This protects those who
choose not to be vaccinated as well as people with weak immune systems (for example those with leukemia). But if one
unvaccinated person gets a disease such as the measles, all unvaccinated people are at risk. This is precisely what happened
in Washington. This means that if a parent decides not to get their child vaccinated, they can put many children in danger.
The vaccination level in Clark County, Washington has dropped 7.9%. According to CNN Chief Medical Correspondent,
Dr. Sanjay Gupta "Once you start to dip below 95% vaccination you start to lose the herd immunity.” The rise of
unvaccinated children has created many health risks that could threaten the lives of young children.
When one goes to the doctor to get a shot, that small syringe contains the dead or weakened pathogen of the disease that
they are being protected from. The dictionary definition of a pathogen is, “a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism that
can cause disease.” This means that when you get sick, a pathogen has found a way into your bloodstream. When these dead
or weakened pathogens are injected into your bloodstream, the antibodies mark these pathogens and remember them, and
other cells in your blood fight off and kill the disease. Because of this, if the pathogen ever invades your body again, your
cells will remember it, and fight it quickly. Vaccines give you immunity to many diseases that could be deadly, and by not
vaccinating their children, anti-vaxxers are taking away their and others from these diseases.
Sources:
https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/19/opinions/measles-outbreak-anti-vaccine-movement-disability-sjunneson-henry/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2019/feb/21/anti-vaxxers-delivery-ward-doctor-mother-newborn
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/02/19/how-do-you-get-anti-vaxxers-vaccinate-their-kids-talk-them-hours/?n
oredirect=on&utm_term=.34988db030c1
https://www.vaccines.gov/getting/for_parents/five_reasons/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/26/health/washington-state-measles-state-of-emergency/index.html

OP-ED
Juvenile Criminal Justice
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Antek Jarecki
Our country stands out not only because of our
numerous achievements, but also due to some
shameful policies that impact the lives of
Americans. In relation to questions of ethnic
and racial discrimination, criminal justice
policies are seemingly some of the most
recently controversial and debated topics. With
a prison population greater than those of over
50 countries on Earth, the U.S. has an
extremely high number of incarcerated people.
While there have been attempts to focus in on
some of the causes of such a phenomena, it has
been pointed out that tough on crime laws and
long sentences for nonviolent or drug related
offenses are a significant cause of the problem.
However, in attempting to reach the true root
of America’s justice system, some analysts
have begun looking into the way minors are
treated in our criminal justice system. Some of this treatment often leads to future involvement in the system and even
correlate with repeated future jail sentences for youth offenders. In our current juvenile criminal justice system, youth can be
severely punished and sent to either detention facilities far from home, or even face solitary confinement for commiting
nonviolent crimes. As both of these treatments cut off the developing youth from the world around them, an incarcerated
minor’s education and social development is severely limited, which threatens their future employment, among other
unintended problems.
Parental involvement is pivotal in the reduction of substance use and other risky behaviors in juveniles leading to
incarceration, and as educated teenagers and young adults, we should look to ensure positive parental involvement in the
lives of their children, so they too may have such opportunities. To combat complications associated with the incarceration
of minors, there are many steps to be taken. For starters, one can look to states such as California that are passing legislation
in order to grant "reasonable access to computer technology and the internet" for kids in juvenile detention programs. This
would encourage increased education, employment opportunities, and connection with friends and family if passed in New
York. With the U.N. declaring access to the internet a basic human right in 2016, access to such a basic social service would
be a step towards guaranteeing the humane treatment of inmates, in addition to granting juveniles opportunities towards a
brighter future. New York is one of the only states with solitary confinement for teens. As of now, there are minors in
solitary confinement on Rikers island. The mental weight of such stress on the mind of any developing youth. In advocating
for just policies,we should address this crisis instead of limiting opportunities that would otherwise be offered to those not in
the juvenile criminal justice system.
Sources:
https://www-m.cnn.com/2019/02/12/us/21-savage-rapper-release-ice/index.html?r=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2
F
https://www.alllaw.com/articles/nolo/us-immigration/consequences-of-overstaying-on-temporary-visa.html,
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.cnn.com/cnn/2019/02/03/us/rapper-21-savage-arrest-ice/index.html,
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2018/08/07/dhs-releases-fiscal-year-2017-entryexit-overstay-report,
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Olivia Hom and Judy Dong
Coding, a form of computer programming, is “the computer
language used to develop apps, websites, and software” and
recently, there has been growing interest in this topic (“What
Is Coding?”).
Technology plays an increasing role in our changing world.
To meet that demand, it is important that more young
women from all around the world become involved in
working in the technology field. The technology field has
traditionally been male-dominated, with only 6.4% of
women holding top positions in Fortune 500 companies in
2017, and the number of women CEOs decreasing to 24 in
2018, which was eight less than in 2017. That is why
organizations like Girls Who Code are vital in the world of
today (Vigo).
In this op-ed, we’ll be sharing our opinions on coding and its
significance for young women.
Judy Dong
I got introduced to the computer science world when I was
in my first year of high school. That was when I got
intrigued by all the codes I learned from HTML and CSS and I realized how coding is like a living language. However, I did
not know where I could continue this experience until I was introduced to the Girls Who Code Club at Millennium High
School in tenth grade. Through the club, I further enhanced my coding knowledge through Scratch MIT, a coding platform
for beginners, as well as through Trinket.io through which I learned Python. Along with the girls in the club, we went on
many trips, such as visiting the Uber company and the Turner Broadcasting System.
Nevertheless, we are still a growing club and I hope that more girls can take the initiative to explore new things. Computer
science practically keeps the world going, as everything is so reliant on technology. At first, it may look hard but just like
learning any language, coding takes time but it is incredibly fun and rewarding to be able to create something original. Girls,
just think: Would you want to be the next Grace Hopper or Ada Lovelace, who have made important advancements through
computer science? Would you be the first person to program a robot to write all your essays for you? We can’t just depend
on boys to bring changes because we, girls, can do so too!
Olivia Hom
A lot of girls might feel intimidated by coding and the gender imbalance within the field. I know I was at first. However, it
is worth a try. I wouldn’t really consider myself a STEM person, but recently over the February break, I took part in a
five-day coding program for high school girls at the New York Historical Society called the Tech Scholars Program. From
that program, I learned that you don’t have to consider yourself to be a STEM person or not. It doesn’t matter. Anyone can
try coding, and it was an extremely beneficial experience for me. I got to combine history with technology to create a simple
website about a historical woman. In the program, I worked with HTML and CSS. HTML stands for hypertext markup
language and is a basic coding language that can be used to create a website. CSS stands for cascading style sheets and
alters the appearance of your website formed from HTML. At times I found coding confusing and complicated, but in the
end, it was satisfying to have created a working website.
It was amazing that there were women of color who came to talk to us about their experiences working in tech. These are
women who have worked with The New York Times, Amazon, BNY Mellon, and Google. They told us how they had to
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overcome many obstacles as women of color and how other people tried to prevent them from achieving their goals, yet
they never gave up. It was inspiring to see role models I could relate to.
At the end of the program, we were supposed to present the websites we made to the panelists. It sounded nerve-wracking at
first, but in reality, it wasn’t. When a lot of the other girls (myself included), belittled our websites, saying that it wasn’t that
good or that we could’ve done better, the panelists told us that we did well, especially since it was our first time coding. It
was great to see women in tech supporting and encouraging each other.
I remember that before the program, I knew basically nothing about coding, but now I can say that I created my own website
and I know what HTML and CSS stood for. I began to see coding in a new light. Meeting other women and hearing about
their experiences made me realize just how important it was for women to enter the tech field and how gratifying it is to see
yourself represented.

Drunk Driving - An Opinion
Caroline Der & Nicole Buiciuc

On February 10th, 9 pedestrians in California were hit
by a truck on a busy sidewalk. The 22 year old driving
this vehicle is thought to have been under the influence
when this accident occured. Drunk driving incidents
similar to this one occur daily throughout the U.S.,
especially during the holidays. In fact, according to the
NHTSA, 10,497 people died in alcohol related crashes
in 2016, which accounted for 28% of all traffic related
deaths in the U.S. Although this number has decreased
in the past year, there are steps everyone can take to
eradicate it completely. The solution to decreasing
drunk driving accidents is simpler than it seems: don’t
drive after ingesting any amount of alcohol or after
consuming anything that could potentially alter one’s
mental state. If you have been drinking, take a cab,
assign a designated driver, carpool, or even walk.
There are many alternatives that ensure your own
safety and the safety of countless others.
After an accident occurs, there are lasting effects on loved ones who must cope with unimaginable news. In 2016, an MIT
student was tragically killed, along with three others injured, when an ex-cop, Nicholas Batka, drove while under the
influence. The New York Post states, “[the] victim’s father sobbed that his family had been sentenced to a lifetime of grief”.
The three people injured included a NYU student and two other MIT students. Drunk driving can take an emotional toll on
communities, which may lead to depression and anxiety. Those injured, their family members, and close friends can be
emotionally scarred after accidents like these and walking on streets will never be the same again. The offender too can
experience tremendous guilt. Being a victim of drunk driving can also lead to more serious ramifications, like mental and
physical issues, which last a lifetime.
With drunk driving accidents, there is also the matter of legal issues. When people are caught drinking and driving, they are
arrested for a DUI (driving under the influence). As a result, they can face prison sentences, and have their license
suspended. The period of time in prison is determined by the severity of the crime. In every state, if a person’s BAC (Blood
Alcohol Content) is higher than 0.08%, they may serve prison time for a minimum of two days or up to six months. This
does not include, however, felony charges like vehicular manslaughter, which was the case with the ex cop who injured
three and killed one. Nicholas Bakta was sentenced to five to fifteen years in prison for driving when his “blood-alcohol
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level was almost three times the legal limit”, resulting in the death of a local college student. Additionally, a FDNY
firefighter, Matthew Wilson, hit a pedestrian in Brooklyn while intoxicated and driving home. Although the victim did not
suffer any serious injuries, Wilson was arrested and charged with a DUI and his refusal to take the breathalyzer test.
Furthermore, hefty fines are also charged by the state. In New York, fines can range from $500 to $1,000, but only for a
first time offense.
Drunk driving nearly always has deadly consequences and endangers the lives of everyone involved. If you plan to drink,
arrange for someone else to be behind the wheel. It is simple, and can prevent you from facing a lifetime of guilt, prison
time, and heavy charges.
Sources:
nypost.com/2016/07/17/did-i-kill-anyone-off-duty-cop-accused-of-fatal-drunken-crash/.
nypost.com/2019/01/03/50-killed-in-dui-crashes-during-new-years-weekend-in-california/.
www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/impaired_driving/impaired-drv_factsheet.html.
nypost.com/2016/07/17/did-i-kill-anyone-off-duty-cop-accused-of-fatal-drunken-crash/.
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6688693/9-hurt-DUI-suspect-drives-sidewalk-California.html.
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